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EQUESTRIAN

Champion
Clark ruled
out of trials
DEFENDING champion Aoife
Clark will miss this
weekend’s Blenheim Palace
International Horse Trials due
to injury, writes MATTHEW
BRUCE.
The Irish rider, who is based
in Middle Barton, broke her
collar bone after a fall at
Burghley last weekend.
Oxfordshire’s Izzy Taylor
has also been forced to
withdraw from the
competition after her horse,
Orlando, picked up an injury
in training.
But Thame-based Lucy
Jackson will be looking to
build on a promising showing
at Tattersalls in May with
Bosun II as she makes her
first appearance at Blenheim
since 2011.
Jackson and Bosun II came
fifth in the CIC three-star
event earlier this summer.
Blenheim regularly attracts
some of the top names in
equestrianism and a host of
leading figures will compete
again this year.
William Fox-Pitt, Tina Cook,
Oliver Townend and Nicola
Wilson, all of whom
represented Britain at this
year’s World Equestrian
Games in Normandy, have
their eye on the coveted title.
Three-time champion
Fox-Pitt will be reunited with
Seacookie, the 15-year-old
gelding he won on in 2012.
Pippa Funnell, who with four
titles is the most successful
rider in the 24-year history of
the event, is looking to make
up for her withdrawal from
the World Equestrian Games
last month with two entries in
the feature class.
World No 2 Andrew
Nicholson will hope to build
on his unprecedented third
straight win at Burghley,
while runner-up Jock Paget
and third-placed Sam
Griffiths are also in action.

BAR BILLIARDS

Vikings claim
league crown
VIKINGS Sports Club pipped
Didcot Conservative Club to
the Oxford Summer League
Group A title after winning the
four points needed at home to
Berinsfield.
They won the opening five
games, skipper Bob Allsworth
(5,490 and 6,430) leading the
way with double victories over
Craig Mace.
Mike Jones took both of his
games with scores of 12,980 and
3,420.
Vikings’ Lewis Stratford
scored 9,680 against Geoff
Mace, who hit back with 10,350
in the last leg.
Bletchingdon Club became
Group B champions after winning 4-2 at home in a title
decider against previous leaders Marlborough Club B.
They took the title by a single point.
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FAST FINISH: Hannah England overtakes Laura Weightman (left) before powering home and catching her breath

Pictures: Steve Urwin

England pleased with finish speed
HANNAH England was
happy with her strong finish
after coming third in the
BUPA Great North Mile,
writes STUART WEIR.
The Oxford City athlete
clocked 4mins 35.47secs in a
race won by Laura Muir
(4.34.84) and overtook Hellen
Obiri and Laura Weightman
in the closing stages.
“I was just trying to stay in
the pack for the first half of
the race and then make a few
positive moves later,” she
said.
“I was also trying to make
sure I had something left for
the finish on the track

because in a road mile it is
easy to think you are nearer
the finish than you are.
“I was pleased with my finish – one of the best finishes I
have had all season – so it is
good to be going forward
rather than backwards.”

England completes her season at Saturday’s The Fifth
Avenue Mile in New York.
Former Oxford University
student and Scottish Commonwealth Games runner
Luke Caldwell was 22nd in
the BUPA Great North Run,

ENTRIES are open for a
RARE running event at
Harwell, near Didcot.
The first Rutherford
Appleton Running Event
(RARE) takes place on
Sunday, September 21 at the
Harwell Science and

Innovation Campus.
Runners can enter a
5km or 10km route on roads
that are usually out of
bounds to the public.
Enter online at
barnesfitness.co.uk/event/ra
re-5km10km-1-5km-fun-run.

Field League final at Ashford.
Having won the Western
Division to qualify, Abingdon missed out on the title by
only 22½ points to Cambridge Harriers.
Abingdon’s success was
based around a very consistent team effort.
There were A-string victories for Chris Bedford in the
vet 35 2,000m walk, who
clocked 11mins 33.63secs.
Pete Stepney won the vet 50
triple jump in 10.22m, Ron
Jones took the vet 60 shot put
with 9.84m and Steve
McCourt claimed the vet 35
hammer in 31.63m.
On the track, James
Bolton finished second in
the vet 35 1,500m (4.18.91)
and 3,000m (9.09.05).
Radley, who had won the
Western Division to qualify,
could not field a team in the
ladies’ final.

BICESTER’S David
Kuester won the overall vet
70 title in the Midland
(British) Masters Throwers
Group Throws Fest at Moorways Stadium, Derby.
Kuester triumphed in ten of
the events, setting nine personal bests in the process.

MEDALS: Radley’s (from left): Janice Ellacott, Lyn Ahmet and Paula Owen

RARE race for Harwell

recording 1hr 7mins 26secs
on his half marathon debut.
“The race was terrible to be
honest,” he said.
“It had bit of a dodgy stomach for the first few miles
which got worse and worse
and I had to stop for two minutes after ten miles.
“I had a very long track season, including the Commonwealth Games and decided to
end the season with a halfmarathon as an experiment”
Another Oxford graduate
Fabian Downs was 24th in
1.07.52, while Oxford City’s
Darrell Bellinger was 35th in
1.11.42.

(senior men unless stated)
BUPA GREAT NORTH RUN
Abingdon: 788 J Moore (V50)
1.30.16, 2,476 D Smyth 1.39.21,
34,278 R Hollington (LV65) 2.44.17.
Headington RR: 3,243 R Treadwell
(V40) 1.41.56, 14,010 M Stone (V60)
2.03.27, 19,586 J Cornish (LV35)
2.13.27, 26,026 L Griggs 2.25.05,
30,550 J Gardner 2.34.29, 33,387 J
Payne (LV35) 2.41.38.
Woodstock Harriers: 595 D
McManus (V40) 1.28.40 pb.
PLYMOUTH COASTERS 5 MILE
Woodstock
Harriers:
25
V
Berryman-Bousquet (3rd LV35)
41.26.
CHIPPENHAM HALF MARATHON
Abingdon: 39 P Keating 1.25.34,
738 M Seager (V40) 1.57.49, 770 L
Herbert (SL) 1.59.22.
Eynsham RR: 30 B Pollard (V40)
1.23.46, 44 G Bridges (V40) 1.25.51,
567 T Evans (LV35) 1.50.27.
CHELTENHAM HALF MARATHON
Witney RR: 82 W Downey 1.27.35.
MAIDENHEAD HALF MARATHON
Abingdon: 582 T Clarke (V40)
1.43.40.
Didcot Runners: 276 D Reeves
1.33.00, 568 D Eggleton (V40)
1.42.39, 972 T Lamble (LV35)
1.54.04, 1,053 S Powell (LV40)
1.56.52.
Witney RR: 64 A Reynolds (3rd V50)
1.23.29.
WOLVERHAMPTON MARATHON
Didcot Runners: 28 R Sharp (V45)
3.23.09.
MMTG THROWS FEST
D Kuester (Bicester)
1st places – Greek discus:16.57m
pb. Heavy hammer: 13.78m. Twohanded heavy hammer: 8.59m pb.
Steel stone duathlon: 7.77m pb.
Sling
ball:
35.83m
pb.
Kugelschocken: 17.33m pb. Onehanded hammer: 26.51m pb.
Hammer of Igmand: 22.72m pb.
Iron sling ball: 32.74m pb.
Club/grenade: 40.50m.
2nd place – One-handed Hammer
with turn: 7.91m pb.

Ahmet leads Radley trio
in European medal haul
RADLEY athletes collected six medals when
representing Great
Britain at the European
Veterans
Championships in Izmir,
Turkey.

The experienced Lyn
Ahmet led the way with a
brace of vet 60 ladies’ golds as
temperatures soared beyond
40 degrees Celsius.
Ahmet won the triple jump
in 7.26m and was part of
Britain’s winning 4x400m
relay team.
She also finished fifth in the
long jump, eighth in the 400m
and sixth in the 200m.
Janice Ellacott won silver
medals in Britain’s vet 50
ladies’ 4x100m and 4x400m
relay squads.
She also came fifth in the
100m and fourth in the 400m.
Paula Owen secured bronze
medals in the vet 35 ladies’
100m after clocking 13.03secs
and 400m hurdles with 1min
7.15secs.
This followed up her gold
and bronze from the British
championships.
 ABINGDON’S men finished second in the Southern
Counties Veterans Track &

